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Most Worshipful Sir, Honored Past Grand Masters, Grand Lodge Officers and members,
Distinguished Guests and Visitors, My Brethren All
The hour has come which marks the close of one of the most momentous years of my
life. Without actually experiencing it, one can scarcely appreciate the moral, spiritual, and
intellectual gains which come to the Grand Orator through his association with all of the Grand
Lodge officers in the work of a year.
I have been particularly fortunate this year for I have had the rare privilege of close
association with our Grand Master, Most Worshipful Elmer W. Heald. His warmth, his humility, his
sincerity, his integrity, his forthrightness in defense of the right, and his wonderful capacity to
make everyone feel at case, are experiences which I shall always treasure.
There is a noble statement which conveys the sincerity and majestic philosophy of our
Grand Master, as well as the fundamentals of Freemasonry. This statement we would have read
if we had, each one of us, raised our eyes toward Him in whom we put our trust (the motto of our
country) as we entered this edifice today. Carved in the marble above the entrance to this
auditorium are the words,
"CALIFORNIA FREEMASONS HONORING THEIR
HEROIC DEAD ERECT THIS TEMPLE DEDICATED
TO FREEMASONRY, VIRTUE, AND UNIVERSAL
BENEVOLENCE THAT THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM
FOR WHICH THEY DIED SHALL EVER BE THEREIN
THE SACRED TRUST OF THEIR BRETHREN AND OF
FREEMASONS YET UNBORN"
I should like to share with you today some thoughts concerning these very words,
describing those principles to which this temple is dedicated. First, the inscription says,
"Dedicated to Freemasonry." Do we really know what Freemasonry is? Do we really understand
its sublime purpose? Freemasonry has been variously described as: an international fraternity, a
brotherhood, a philosophy, a religion, an allegory teaching fundamental truths by means of
ritualistic symbols; a system of morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols.
Yet Freemasonry, I believe. is more than any of these, and yet none of these. It is,
indeed. rooted in the past, in a glorious history of achievement by Freemasons in the defense of
liberty and the dignity of the individual. But, these achievements took place only because the
teachings and the ideals of Freemasonry are entirely ethical, educational and spiritual. If we
recognize and utilize the power with which we are entrusted, if we truly become operative,
speculative Masons. then we can build the house not made with hands in the hearts and minds of
men.
It was a Past Grand Master of Louisiana, Luther A. Smith, who said, "The basic concept
of Freemasonry is that we are living in a spiritual universe over which the great Architect
presides, whom we should worship and adore. The next most important concept of our fraternity
is the dignity of the individual, because we were created in God's image, and have something of
His divinity in us. We therefore believe that men have great capabilities for improvement and
progress if they can live in an atmosphere of freedom to think, to plan and to cooperate for their
mutual benefit."

George Washington once made the statement that he was led to petition Freemasonry
because he had noted that the noblest men of Virginia were members of the fraternity, and
because of the favorable opinion formed through contacts with those men. And, in like manner,
Freemasonry is judged by what one hears and reads about it.
But let us return to the words of the inscription. We read: "Dedicated to Freemasonry, Virtue . . ."
There is the word!-"Virtue." Why dedicated to Virtue? The word itself is derived from a Latin word
which means strength or courage. Socrates identified virtue with wisdom, which he conceived to
be knowledge of the good, holding it to be incredible that any man could know and yet not act in
accordance with the good. Plato distinguished four cardinal virtues. He called them wisdom, or
prudence: courage, or fortitude: temperance: and justice, or righteousness. Aristotle regarded
virtue as a habit. He divided the virtues into the moral, having to do with practical life, and the
intellectual, the virtues of wisdom and insight.
Christian moralists regarded Plato's four cardinal virtues as the natural virtues and
distinguished from them the supernatural or Christian virtues of faith, hope and charity, these
latter being infused by God into human nature. In our own Monitor, we read in the benediction,
"May brotherly love prevail, and every moral and social virtue cement us!"
Writers and developers of ethical philosophy oftentimes did separate virtue into the
moral, or individual virtues, and the social or general society virtues. Temperance, or selfdiscipline, was regarded as an individual or moral virtue: and justice and benevolence were
considered the social virtues. Other philosophers included in the moral virtues, prudence,
courage and idealism, and in the social virtues friendship, or brotherly love. In a broad sense it
might be said that every virtue represents the character or conscience of an individual person and
yet every virtue has a social reference or influence on society in general. Since a society consists
of the relationship of human beings, one to another, and a moral life consists of those
relationships judged and lived in the light of ideals or standards of human perfection, the moral
and social virtues together, become fundamental in our consideration of the purpose of
Freemasonry.
The term virtue suggests the Greek conception and the virtues which they first
emphasized related to the individual. The Greeks expected to attain virtue because they regarded
man as constituted for it, and so they emphasized self-knowledge and self-improvement rather
than an appeal to the supernatural. They felt that virtue was a wellspring of right deeds, and that
every virtue could be acquired through personal effort, and through the mastery of irrational
impulses.
From the individual virtues of temperance and courage and prudence, the more social
virtues, particularly justice, follow. In Plato's ethical system, justice occupied the highest place. It
was the culmination of the virtues of temperance, fortitude, and prudence. The individual or moral
virtues provide for balance or self-control in the inner life of a person. These virtues preceded the
more social virtue, for virtue would indeed be self-regarding without justice as the enriching
quality which discloses goodness in its truest state.
It must be pointed out that Plato's justice was not to be attained by sheer democracy, or
assumed equalities of capacity or of character, or of class relationships, but by the rule of the
best, justice was achieved by wisdom. Justice is the moral state, Plato believed, which enables a
man not only to intend, but actually to do, what is right and just. Thus, that virtue is completed in
one's relation to one's neighbors: being the one virtue which unqualifiedly seeks the good of
others. Justice involves, then, for example, being fair in all of one's dealings, as well as being
faithful to the laws of the land.
Virtue, it has been said, is what man possesses who is faithful to the moral ideal, who
does his duty in specific situations instead of allowing it to remain a general principle. So, man by
recognizing the standard of truth and morality can not only improve his own character but also
can profoundly influence the lives of others. These standards are provided in our Masonic truths.
Let me recall the Masonic description of the virtues: temperance, fortitude, prudence and
justice-in the First Degree in Masonry. Temperance, we said. "Is that due restraint upon the
affections and passions which renders the body tame and governable, and frees the mind from
the allurements of vice. This virtue should be your constant practice." Fortitude "is that noble and
steady purpose of the mind . . ." "this virtue is equally distant from rashness and cowardice, and,

like the former virtue, should be deeply impressed upon your mind." Prudence "teaches us to
regulate our lives and actions agreeably to the dictates of reason and is that faculty by which we
wisely judge and prudentially determine on all things relative to our present, as well as our future
happiness. This virtue should be your peculiar characteristic...." As for justice, you will remember
it is "that standard or boundary of right which enables us to render unto every man his just due,
without distinction. This virtue is not only consistent with divine and human laws, but is the very
cement and support of civil society."
As I have already suggested, the theologic virtues are faith, hope and charity. In the
Monitorial portion of the lecture of the First Degree, we hope as "good Masons" to arrive in
heaven by aid of the "theological ladder which Jacob, in his vision, saw reaching from earth to
heaven, the three principal rounds of which are denominated faith, hope and charity, which
admonish us to have faith in God, hope of immortality, and charity for all mankind." You will note
again that the charity is not for Masons alone, but for all mankind, which confirms our dedication
to Universal Benevolence.
But why do I speak of the ancient Greeks and emphasize a similarity of usage and
concept? It is to point out that in every great civilization when the conscience of man was given
free exercise, there developed an ethical and moral philosophy like that of our Freemasonry
today. Confucius spoke of cardinal virtues and his list included humanity ( brotherly love ), justice,
rectitude and sincerity.
I am stressing the relationship in every great civilization of moral concepts to each other
because in a healthy society perversion of morality in some individuals can be contained. But no
nation and no civilization has ever survived the perversion of Justice, affecting as it does all the
institutions of a nation.
I might further add that while times change, while we may move in space instead of on
land, by horse; while materials and techniques are different; the basic motivations of human
nature have not changed since the beginning of time nor have the moral and spiritual principles
upon which civilized society depends.
But the words graven in the marble continue: "That the cause of freedom for which they
died shall ever be our sacred trust, as well as the trust of Freemasons yet unborn." What was it
that led our brethren to give up their lives in the fight for freedom from Lexington in 1775 to
Vietnam in 1964? What moral and spiritual values enabled our brethren to display such fortitude
in trial, invincible determination, unmatched courage? What enabled them to win the victory each
time? The words of Congress July 6, 1775, proclaimed some of those values: "We are reduced to
the alternative of choosing an unconditional submission to the tyranny of irritated ministers, or
resistance by force.- The latter is our choice.-We have counted the cost of this contest, and find
nothing so dreadful as voluntary slavery.-Honor, justice, and humanity, forbid us tamely to
surrender that freedom which we received from our gallant ancestors, and which our innocent
posterity has a right to receive from us."
What was it that inspired our brethren in battle from one end of the world to the other?
We find the answer in Jefferson's unshakeable faith in the goodness of man, in man's right to
freedom of thought and action. We find it in Lincoln's words at the Gettysburg battlefield when he
called upon all assembled to insure a new birth of freedom for our nation.
It was those moral and social virtues which cemented the brethren. It was a regard for
justice and the love of freedom which inevitably impelled those honored dead to give their lives
for their country - for our country. Let us, then, never forget that the essence of freedom is the
liberty it gives to the individual to form his own ideas, entertain his own beliefs, establish his own
patterns of behavior, choose his own course of action-and take the consequences. Freedom
means more than relief from restraint-it places on the individual the responsibility of achieving his
own happiness and advancement. It encourages prudence, caution and temperance. It develops
self-reliance and independence of spirit. Certainly, we must always remember that in a society as
complex as ours there must be some modifications and limitations of freedom. It was our
illustrious Brother, George Washington, who pointed this out so well, in his letter to Congress
urging the adoption of the United States Constitution: ' Individuals entering into society must give
up a share of liberty to preserve the rest. The magnitude of the sacrifice must depend as well on
the situation and circumstances as on the object to be obtained. And so do we impose upon
ourselves and our freedom such restrictions as will prevent injury to our neighbor or to his liberty,

but in the true spirit of freedom we accomplish this best, by self-restraint, by public opinion, and
by the law.
It has been well said that freedom is essential to human progress and that Masons have
always been in the forefront of those who advocated and fought for the establishment of
governments which would protect their citizens in the exercise of their God given liberties, which
would enable those citizens to live their own lives and carve their own destinies as best serves
them and their talents, being always mindful of the equivalent rights of their neighbors.
But, my brethren, with our dedication to Freemasonry, Virtue and Universal Benevolence,
and to the Cause of Freedom, what are we doing? I am reminded of the story of the farmer who
was busy trimming wicks and filling his lamps with kerosene one day, when a stranger stopped to
ask for a drink of water. They entered into a conversation and the stranger said he was surprised
to see that the farmer still used kerosene lamps when rural electricification was available.
"Don't you want it?" he asked.
"Oh," the farmer replied. "We've got it in case we ever need it, but so far we haven't had
to use it because we have never run out of kerosene."
We smile at the farmer who had a source of great power and light which he did not use.
He thought it was only for emergencies, so he continued living his life in darkness and shadows,
doing his chores by his own sweat when the means of saving him from this was right at hand.
Yes, we smile at the farmer, but what about ourselves? We have, but for the asking, the greatest
source of light and power at hand today. What has happened to the "attentive ear?" What has
happened to the fellowcraft who was an experienced builder, who was thoroughly familiar with the
skills and tools of his trade? In speculative Masonry these skills are the moral and social
principles which are symbolized by the working tools of our profession.
Dr. Charles Malik, former Ambassador of Lebanon to the United States and distinguished
Professor of Philosophy at the American University of Beirut, Lebanon, in a great speech on
developing leadership in new countries, said, "An expert serving abroad for five years would
consider his mission brilliantly accomplished if after returning home he could boast that he had
made a few 'friends' especially if they were in 'key positions,' and helped the agencies whom he
served, to 'organize' more efficiently. Did he impart any spirit other than the spirit of efficiency?
Did he inspire his 'friends' with anything lasting and deep? Can he say that he imparted to them
some gentleness, some integrity, some purity of living, some saintly character? Can he boast that
because they have now known him and his culture they have not only constructed roads and
dams, but they have erected great monuments of art and embarked on writing great works of
reason? Has he passed on to them the spirit of patient suffering, of love instead of hatred, of trust
instead of suspicion, and of openness to the truth wherever it is found? It never occurs to him that
all this has any relevance or importance whatsoever. He is no more bothered by these questions
than by why it did not rain last Tuesday. When will the West in its contact with the rest of the
world recover the dimension of spirit, depth, character, a dimension inherent in it more
wonderfully and more originally than in any other civilization in the world?"
Therefore, in like manner, in the light of our Masonic teachings let us ask: Am I indeed
exemplary; am I a just and upright man? Each one of us must ask himself, Am I the one to whom
the distressed and the needy instinctively turn for help and advice?" Am I trusted because I speak
truthfully and yet compassionately? Do I daily practice outside of the Lodge those great moral
truths which are inculcated in it?
And, so, my brethren, as we leave this hall today, let us elevate our eyes toward the
Supreme Grand Master and read once more, with better understanding, with self-dedication, with
renewed resolve, those words:
"THIS TEMPLE
DEDICATED TO FREEMASONRY, VIRTUE, AND
UNIVERSAL BENEVOLENCE THAT THE CAUSE OF
FREEDOM FOR WHICH THEY DIED SHALL EVER BE
THEREIN THE SACRED TRUST OF THEIR BRETHREN
AND OF FREEMASONS YET UNBORN"

